
Encountering

CHRIST “So we, though many, are one body in Christ.”  
~ Rom 12:5

Campaign gifts support our shepherds
“There is no greater joy for me as 
a bishop than to ordain a man as a 
priest of Jesus Christ,” Bishop Joe 
Vásquez told the Catholic Spirit before 
ordaining five men to the priesthood 
on June 27. 

These new shepherds — Fathers 
Miguel Flores-Perez, Kyle Nesrsta, 
Zack Rodriguez, Will Rooney and 
Chris Smith — are a blessing to our 
diocese, and gifts to the Encountering 
Christ campaign will ensure they are 
cared for throughout their many years 
of ministry.

Energized and well-formed priests are 
crucial to parishes and ministries. An 
integral part of Encountering Christ was 
providing support for clergy, beginning 
in the seminary and continuing 
through their senior years.  

The diocese will have 33 men in 
seminary formation for the 2020-2021 
academic year, including 12 men 
entering priestly formation. As of 
now, seminarians will continue in-
person formation at their respective 
seminaries, with protocols in place to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19, said 
Father Greg Gerhart, vocation director.
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“While the way that formation is 
delivered may have to change, the 
goal of helping our men conform their 
hearts to the love of Christ the Good 
Shepherd remains the same,” he said. 

A million dollars from Encountering 
Christ has already been directed to the 
seminarian endowment, which will 

receive a total of $5 million in campaign 
gifts. These funds are being used to 
encourage vocations, to offset the cost 
of education and formation and reduce 
the financial burden on seminarians, 
and to provide additional support for the 
increasing number of men who enter 
the seminary with student loan debt. 
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Parish projects, diocesan ministries depend on pledge payments

Total 
raised 

$97.5M
Gifts
received 

21,328
Unfulfilled
pledges 

$61.5M

Cash received 

$36M
Returned
to parishes 

$6.2M

Thank you for fulfilling your Encountering Christ pledges!

Bishop Joe Vásquez ordains five men  
to the priesthood at St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church in Austin on June 27. 
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Strengthening parishes

The expansion of the St. John Paul II Residence for Priests is nearly complete, 
with $2 million from Encountering Christ directed toward constructing four 
additional duplexes, bringing the residence’s capacity to 24. Each of the new 
units, which includes a kitchen, bedroom and a study, is named for a saint.

Bishop Vásquez will bless the new units at the end of August in a private ceremony 
to protect the health of the senior priests living there during the pandemic.

In addition, $1 million in campaign funds have been added to the pension plan 
and trust for retired priests. A total of $5 million from Encountering Christ will help 
meet the anticipated shortfall of this pension plan and trust, which provides a 
steady income that retired priests use for housing and living expenses.

The expansion of the St. John Paul II Residence for Priests ensures more senior priests can live 
comfortably in community once they retire from pastoral ministry.

As gifts to Encountering Christ are fulfilled, parishes are tackling the projects they identified during their campaigns.

St. Monica Parish in Cameron has completed the 
restoration of its sanctuary, with Encountering Christ 
funds used to repaint and decorate the church arches 
and apse.

Holy Family Parish in Copperas 
Cove added a new stained glass 
window of St. Michael the 
Archangel, patron saint of the 
military. A window depicting St. 
Cecelia, patron saint of musicians, 
will also be installed with 
Encountering Christ funds.

St. Helen Parish in Georgetown 
used campaign funds to add and 
update cameras around campus, 
place alarm systems in all 
buildings and install a door buzz-
in system in the parish offices. 
Increased lighting is also planned. 

St. Anthony Marie de Claret 
Parish in Kyle replaced the roof 
on its Holy Family House with 
Encountering Christ gifts. The 
roofs on the parish hall and parish 
offices will also be replaced. 

St. Louis Parish in Waco used 
campaign gifts to repair and 
combine two school parking 
lots. This capital improvement 
was especially meaningful for 
parishioners because of the recent 
merging of St. Louis Catholic 
School and Reicher Catholic 
High School into Bishop Louis 
Reicher Catholic School.


